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virtual province of the United States.
And the White House calls that a for-
eign policy triumph.

So, Mr. Speaker, the next time you
are asked about Bosnia, take a look at
where Bill Clinton has been and if that
does not frighten you | do not know
what will.

TRIBUTE TO THE HONORABLE
PATRICIA SCHROEDER

(Ms. McKINNEY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. MCKINNEY. Mr. Speaker, today |
rise to pay tribute to one of the most
principled and courageous Members of
Congress—I speak of none other than
my dear friend, colleague, and mentor,
PAT SCHROEDER.

PAT is not only an inspiration and
role model for me, she is also a shining
example of what all women and people
of conscience should strive to be. Over
the years, PAT has stood by her beliefs
and the beliefs of our party, even when
it was unpopular to do so. She is more
than just a leader, she is the moral
compass of our generation.

Mr. Speaker, PAT SCHROEDER came to
Congress as a defender of those in our
society with no voices and no lobbies. |
am proud to say that she will be leav-
ing Congress still untainted by the sys-
tem, true to her beliefs.

Thank you, PAT, for your service to
our country, and thank you for making
the women of America proud. Things
just will not be the same without you.

POLITICS AS USUAL

(Mr. EDWARDS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. EDWARDS. Mr. Speaker, for
months my Republican colleagues have
come to the well of this House and said
their top priority is to balance the
budget. That is good rhetoric but most
Americans would be surprised to find
out if you look at it, the Republican
budget increases the deficit in each of
the next 2 years.

Let me repeat that for you. The Re-
publican budget increases the deficit in
each of the next 2 years. What they do
is they give tax breaks for wealthy
Americans this year and say, ‘“Trust
us, 3, 4, 5 years from now, we will make
those tough spending cuts.” That is
politics as usual, and it is irrespon-
sible.

I call the Republican budget plan the
dessert budget. It is like a person say-
ing, “‘l care so much about going on a
diet that | am going to start out with
a dessert on the first day of my diet
and have a hot fudge sundae.” That
does not work in diets and it is not
going to work in deficits.

My friends, Republicans must decide
if they care more about pushing their
rhetoric of balancing the budget or
whether they care more about giving
tax breaks for the wealthiest Ameri-
cans.
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GOP CUTS AFFECT CHRISTMAS

(Mr. GUTIERREZ asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. GUTIERREZ. Mr. Speaker, only
25 more shopping days until Christmas.

All around the country, children
wonder what goodies they will unwrap.

Now, kids, what do you think you
will get?

Well, | hope you do not have your
heart set on a college education. The
Republicans cut student loans, so a di-
ploma is going to be pretty hard to
come by this year.

How about a clean environment?
Well, | hope that is not too high on
your list either.

Even if you do not find a lump of coal
in your stocking, you will find more
coal—and soot and ash—in the air you
breathe and the water you drink.

Why? Because the GOP had to give a
present to their big business buddies.
After all—those lobbyists gave them
some very nice campaign checks.

And, sorry, we cannot go ‘‘over the
river and through the woods to Grand-
ma’s house.”” You see, when the Repub-
licans scrapped Medicare and Medicaid,
Grandma had to get rid of her house.

So kids, load up on all the candy
canes you can find—it is not too nutri-
tious, but if the GOP takes away your
school lunch, that might be the only
thing to eat this season.

REPUBLICANS COMMITTED TO
BALANCED BUDGET

(Mr. LINDER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. LINDER. Mr. Speaker, in 1952 the
Federal Government taxed the Amer-
ican family 4 percent of its income. In
1995, the Federal Government taxes the
average American family 24 percent.

In 1950, the Federal Government
spent a little over 10 percent of the
gross national product. Today the gov-
ernment spends about 25 percent of the
gross national product.

In 1950, the Federal deficit was about
$3 billion. This year it is around $200
billion.

Mr. Speaker, is there a trend here?

Bigger Government, more and more
debt, and less take home pay for the
American family. Well, the time has
come to turn these trends around. This
Republican-led Congress is committed
to balancing the budget. We recognize
that Government is too big and taxes
too much. The Balanced Budget Act of
1995 represents an end to the tax and
spend policies that have produced a
huge Government and $5 trillion debt.
It also says to America’s families: you
earned it, you keep it, it is yours in the
first place.

RELEASE CHINESE POLITICAL
PRISONER
(Ms. PELOSI asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)
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Ms. PELOSI. Mr. Speaker, this House
of Representatives has for a long time
now been a bulwark of support for pro-
Democratic reform in China. So it is
very sad for me today to rise and call
upon my colleagues to join in calling
upon the Chinese Government to im-
mediately release Wei Jing Shing.

As many Members know, Wei Jing
Shing is the father of the
prodemocracy movement in China. He
was arrested at the time of the
prodemocracy wall activities and
served mostly in solitary confinement
for about 15 years. He was released
when China wanted to get the Olym-
pics.

He was rearrested 6 months later for
giving interviews to the press as well
as meeting with the Assistant Sec-
retary of State for Human Rights John
Shattuck. After 20 months he was held
incommunicado. Last week he was
charged with trying to overthrow the
government, a capital offense punish-
able by death.

It is very important that the United
States of America, the Clinton admin-
istration, and this Congress speak out
loudly and clearly to the Chinese Gov-
ernment and join with the 15 dissidents
who risked their own personal safety to
call for Wei’s release, a commutation
of the charges brought against him
and, if he goes to trial, a fair and open
trial for Wei Jing Shing.

PRIORITIES

(Mr. JONES asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. JONES. Mr. Speaker, Repub-
licans passed a balanced budget with
specific plans that reflect the priorities
of the American people. However, the
President has said we did not increase
spending as much as he would like. So
we asked him to tell us exactly how
much more he wants to spend and
where exactly he is going to get the
money from: Higher taxes or other
cuts. So far he has refused to tell us.

Once the President comes forward
with his priorities and how much more
he wants to spend, I am confident nego-
tiations will move quickly toward a
balanced budget.

NOTHING COULD BE MORE CLEAR

(Mr. LEWIS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. LEWIS of Georgia. Mr. Speaker,
the cat is out of the bag. According to
articles in papers across the country,
Speaker GINGRICH’s personal political
slush fund—GOPAC—was illegally pro-
viding funds and resources to Federal
candidates in 1990. And lo and behold,
who appears to have been the primary
recipient of such funds, Speaker GING-
RICH himself.

All of this has come to light in a law-
suit brought against GOPAC by the
Federal Election Commission. Among
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the documents filed yesterday were in-
ternal memos and minutes from
GOPAC planning meetings. According
to one, an unidentified GOPAC source
said ‘“‘we’re supplying, my guess would
be a quarter of a million dollars in
NEWT support per year.”” A quarter of a
million dollars in an election he won
by just 974 votes.

Mr. Speaker, the Ethics Committee
has now been stonewalling the appoint-
ment of an independent counsel for
more than 14 months. The committee
must act, they must act. We need an
outside counsel to investigate NEwWT
GINGRICH. Stop the stonewalling.
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ETHICS COMMITTEE SHOULD GIVE
A FULL REPORT

(Mr. WARD asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. WARD. Mr. Speaker, | planned to
rise today to sing the praises of my
friend, the gentlewoman from Colorado
[Mrs. SCHROEDER], who is retiring, and
to honor her dedicated service. You
know, when | mentioned to PAT that
that is what | was going to do, she said,
“No, don’t do that. Please, get up and
tell the American people about the eth-
ics problems that Speaker GINGRICH is
facing.”

She told me that | should make sure
that in a time when the Wall Street
Journal, the New York Times, even the
Washington Times, are talking about
the illegal contributions made by
GOPAC to Speaker GINGRICH’s reelec-
tion, that at that same time the Com-
mittee on Standards of Official Con-
duct is refusing to give us a simple re-
port, and the Republican majority has
voted down our attempts to give that
report.

Today they will have a chance again.
Today we will be asking the Repub-
lican majority to have the Committee
on Standards of Official Conduct just
come up and tell us what they found,
come up and give us a report, tell us if
there is something going on there that
we need to know about. Please, today
follow our lead, have the Committee on
Standards of Official Conduct give us a
full report.

PERMISSION FOR SUNDRY COM-
MITTEES AND THEIR SUB-
COMMITTEES TO SIT TODAY
DURING 5-MINUTE RULE

Mr. FUNDERBURK. Mr. Speaker, |
ask unanimous consent that the fol-
lowing committees and their sub-
committees be permitted to sit today
while the House is meeting in the Com-
mittee of the Whole House under the 5-
minute rule.

Committee on Commerce, Committee
on House Oversight, Committee on
International Relations, Committee on
National Security, Committee on Re-
sources, Committee on Science, and
Committee on Transportation and In-
frastructure.
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It is my understanding that the mi-
nority has been consulted and that
there is no objection to these requests.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
GILLMOR). Is there objection to the re-
quest of the gentleman from North
Carolina?

Mr. WISE. Mr. Speaker, reserving the
right to object, the gentleman is cor-
rect. The minority has been consulted
and has no objections.

Mr. Speaker, | withdraw my reserva-
tion of objection.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from North Carolina?

There was no objection.

AMTRAK REFORM AND
PRIVATIZATION ACT OF 1995

Mr. QUILLEN. Mr. Speaker, by direc-
tion of the Committee on Rules, | call
up House Resolution 284 and ask for its
immediate consideration.

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 284

Resolved, That at any time after the adop-
tion of this resolution the Speaker may, pur-
suant to clause 1(b) of rule XXIII, declare the
House resolved into the Committee of the
Whole House on the state of the Union for
consideration of the bill (H.R. 1788) to reform
the statutes relating to Amtrak, to author-
ize appropriations for Amtrak, and for other
purposes. The first reading of the bill shall
be dispensed with. All points of order against
consideration of the bill are waived. General
debate shall be confined to the bill and shall
not exceed one hour equally divided and con-
trolled by the chairman and ranking minor-
ity member of the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure. After general de-
bate the bill shall be considered for amend-
ment under the five-minute rule. It shall be
in order to consider as an original bill for the
purpose of amendment under the five-minute
rule the amendment in the nature of a sub-
stitute recommended by the Committee on
Transportation and Infrastructure now
printed in the bill, modified by the amend-
ment printed in part 1 of the report of the
Committee on Rules accompanying this res-
olution. The committee amendment in the
nature of a substitute, as modified, shall be
considered by title rather than by section.
The first section and each title shall be con-
sidered as read. All points of order against
the committee amendment in the nature of a
substitute, as modified, are waived. Before
consideration of any other amendment, it
shall be in order without intervention of any
point of order to consider the amendment
printed in part 2 of the report of the Com-
mittee on Rules. That amendment may be
offered only by the chairman of the Commit-
tee on Transportation and Infrastructure or
his designee, shall be considered as read,
may amend portions of the bill not yet read
for amendment, shall be debatable for ten
minutes equally divided and controlled by
the proponent and an opponent, shall not be
subject to amendment, and shall not be sub-
ject to a demand for division of the question
in the House or in the Committee of the
Whole. If that amendment is adopted, the
bill, as amended, shall be considered as the
original bill for the purpose of further
amendment. During further consideration of
the bill for amendment, the Chairman of the
Committee of the Whole may accord priority
in recognition on the basis of whether the
Member offering an amendment has caused
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it to be printed in the portion of the Con-
gressional Record designated for that pur-
pose in clause 6 of rule XXIIl. Amendments
so printed shall be considered as read. At the
conclusion of consideration of the bill for
amendment the Committee shall rise and re-
port the bill to the House with such amend-
ments as may have been adopted. Any Mem-
ber may demand a separate vote in the
House on any amendment adopted in the
Committee of the Whole to the bill or to the
amendment in the nature of a substitute
made in order as original text. The previous
question shall be considered as ordered on
the bill and amendments thereto to final
passage without intervening motion except
one motion to recommit with or without in-
structions.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Tennessee [Mr. QUILLEN]
is recognized for 1 hour.

Mr. QUILLEN. Mr. Speaker, for the
purposes of debate only, | yield the cus-
tomary 30 minutes to the distinguished
ranking member of the Committee on
Rules, the gentleman from Massachu-
setts [Mr. MOAKLEY], pending which 1
yield myself such time as | may
consume. During consideration of this
resolution, all time yielded is for the
purpose of debate only.

(Mr. QUILLEN asked and was given
permission to revise and extend his re-
marks and include extraneous mate-
rial.)

Mr. QUILLEN. Mr. Speaker, House
Resolution 284 is an open rule provid-
ing for the consideration of H.R. 1788,
the Amtrak Reform and Revitalization
Act of 1995. The rule provides 1 hour of
general debate divided equally between
the chairman and ranking minority
member of the Committee on Trans-
portation and Infrastructure.

The rule makes in order an amend-
ment in the nature of a substitute now
printed in the bill, as modified by the
amendment printed in part 1 of the re-
port of the Committee on Rules.

All points of order are waived against
consideration of the bill and against
the amendment in the nature of a sub-
stitute, as modified.

The rule allows for the consideration
of the manager’s amendment printed in
part 2 of the report which is not sub-
ject to amendment or division of the
question and is debatable for 10 min-
utes equally divided between the pro-
ponent and an opponent.

All points of order are waived against
the amendment and, if adopted, the
amendment is considered as part of the
base text for further amendment pur-
pose.

The Members who have preprinted
their amendments in the CONGRES-
SIONAL RECORD prior to consideration
may be given priority in recognition,
and the rules provides one motion to
recommit with or without instructions.

Mr. Speaker, Amtrak is an integral
part of this country’s intermodal
transportation system, providing safe,
efficient, affordable travel to millions
of Americans to many places across the
country.

However, according to the GAO, Am-
trak’s financial and operating condi-
tion have declined in recent years,
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